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On July 24, 1990 the National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus of the United States designated 

November as Black Catholic History Month to celebrate the long history and proud heritage 

of Black Catholics.  It also marks a time to share in remembrance, the saints and souls of Af-

rica and members of the African Diaspora. 

We will explore in this forum the reasons for the establishment of a Black Catholic History 

Month and review the lives of African American Catholics who are on the road to Saint-

hood; the contribution of African American Catholics in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles; the 

History of the largest lay African American Catholic organization, the Knights and Ladies of 

Peter Claver, and their contribution to the History of Black Catholics in Los Angeles. 
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